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The sublime

in order of appearance:

Draugen oil platform, Norway
Troll A platform, Norway
Berkut o0il rig, Russia

The sublime is typically experienced
. . as something evoking both awe and

there’s Somethlng sublime fear, uniting attracting and
repelling forces. A sublime object
displays excessive and unconstrained
qualities. It’s often characterised
by a sense of hostility, a place
where one cannot imagine human life
to flourish. Yet it is exactly the
sublime object’s unconstrained power
that attracts our fascination. It is
the experience of confronting
something inhuman, indifferent,
uncompromising. One may feel small
and insignificant in its shadow,
this may be experienced as a sense

of relief. At the same time one may

feel threatened and overpowered by

decommissioned oil rig running
aground off the coast of the
Isle of Lewis

the object, but this experience is

about an oil rig

pleasurably admired rather than

feared.



